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BEFORE Polydore  Vergil, who  first  applied  the  name ‘Bosworth’ to the  battlefield,
accounts  vary considerably in how they name  the  locality.  The  Second
Continuation  of the  Croyland Chronicle  tells  us  that  King Richard left  Leicester,
learned  from  scouts  where  Henry Tudor  planned  to  spend  the night, and,  ‘at
eight miles  distance from  that town  [Leicester], near  the  Abbey of Mirivall, he set
up camp’.1 Later, the  writer  claims  to  have  brought his  story as far as ‘this  battle
of Mirivall’.2

The  Abbey of  Merevale  (in  Warwickshire, on the  outskirts  of  Atherstone)
actually lies  about seven  miles  from  the  battlefield; and  Leicester  is  some  twelve
miles  beyond  that.  Gairdner  argues  that the  chronicler  was misled by Henry
having camped  in Atherstone, and  comments  that  ‘amid the  fans  of Lincolnshire,
[the Croyland monk]  knew little of the geography of the  Midland  district’.3

In fact, he had  every reason  to  know  it well. The thirteenth-century Guthlac
Roll  tells  the  story of the foundation of  Croyland Abbey in a  series  of  drawings.
It  concludes  with a picture of thirteen  benefactors,  crowding to make their
donations  at the  altar  of the  patron  saint:  each  carries  a  scroll  with details of his
name  and gift.  From  this we  learn that  one  donor  was  ‘Norman  the sheriff’: and
his  presentation, apparently made  before the  year  975,  consisted  of  land  in
‘Stapletune’ (Stapleton, where  Richard traditionally camped  the night  before  the
battle), and in ‘Suttune’ (Sutton Cheney, where  the  battle  was actually fought).4
From  the  Domesday Survey we  learn  that the land amounted to two  carucates,
the bulk, in each  settlement.  In the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  of  1535,  the  account  of
Croyland’s possessions  still  refers  to  Sutton, but not  Stapleton.’

The  basis  of Ingulf’s  Chronicle  of Croyland  (to which the continuations are
appended) is  a  series of  spurious  ‘Anglo-Saxon’ charters,  probably forged  in the
late  fourteenth  century.6 Four of  these  mention the  land  in Sutton-juxta-Bosworth
and Stapleton.’ It might be  noted that  two of the  references  to Sutton include
mention of  a  windmill: as the windmill did not  appear  in  England  until the twelfth
cgtury, this is additional  evidence  that  the  charters  refer  to  a  later  state of
a  airs.

It is now  generally agreed  that  the  Second Continuation  was  based  on an
informed secular history, possibly written by Chancellor  John  Russell. But the
reference  to the ‘battle of Merevale’ occurs  in  a passage clearly written  by the
Croyland  monk  who  adapted  it to the  form  of  a  monastic  chronicle,8 and who
should have known  something about  the  abbey’s estates—particularly those
mentioned in the Ingulf charters.  Croyland  held  property in  about  fifty different
places, not too  many for  a  man  intimately concerned  with  them  to  remember.
Furthermore, they would have been  visited regularly by the  abbot’s steward,  who
might be  expected  to  have brought  home  news  of the  battle.
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visit had yet  been  made, and the  chronicler  was  unaware  of the Croyland
connection: but in  this  case  it  seems strange  that  no  subsequent  annotator  or
copyist  added  a  note  of the  coincidence.  It may be that the  steward  had visited
Sutton, but his  stories  were considered less  of an authority than  the ‘Russell’
account—which  seems  unlikely when the chronicle was  intended  to be  a  history

-  of the  abbey and its  lands.  The final  possibility is  that  the  redactor, although he
omitted to mention the  connection, did  make  use of  locally gained knowledge in
his  account  of the  battle. .

Merevale  is not  a  bad indication of  where  the  battle took place.  The
locations  named  in  other  early sources  are  either  too  specific  to be of any use to
the  world  at  large (such  as at  ‘Redemore’ or ‘Sandeford’), or too general  (such  as
‘near  Leicester’, or  even ‘near Coventry’).  Only John  Rous  (relatively local, in
Warwick) is at all helpful, saying that Richard was  killed  on the  border  of
Warwickshire and Leicestershire.’ A monastic  writer would  understandably have
a  monastic  mental geography:  and  Merevale  was  a house  of  some  wealth and
repute. The only possible  alternative  would  have  been  the  nunnery of  Nuneaton:
it was as  wealthy as  Merevale  and  numerically a  little larger, it lay slightly nearer
the battlefield, and  was, like Croyland, a Benedictine  house.  But the  choice  of
Merevale—a  minor  centre  for pilgrims, which at different  times  lodged  Edward  1,
Edward  111, and, in  1503, Henry VII—nevertheless suggests  local  knowledge,
notignorance.‘o

All the  same, there is nothing in the  account  of the battle itself to  indicate  a
first- or  second-hand  source.  The  only possible exception  is that the  final  charge
is led by Henry rather  than  Richard, which may suggest  the confusion of an  eye-
witness, who saw  what  happened  but was ignorant of the  personalities  involved.
However, this is  mere speculation.  The  monks  of  Croyland were  in  a  position to
know  a  great deal about  the  battle, but  whether  they used  their  knowledge  is
more than  we can  say.
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